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Democracy in Diversity: Indian and European perspectives  

Workshop 1: Democratic theory today - Bangalore, January 10th-11th, 2014 
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BARUAH Pritam Teaching Fellow and PhD Candidate King's College London  UK pritam.baruah@gmail.com 

BAST Juergen Professor of Public Law  University of Giessen Germany juergen.bast@recht.uni-giessen.de 

BOYSEN Sigrid Professor of Public Law  FU Berlin Germany sigrid.boysen@fu-berlin.de 

CHRISTODOULIDIS Emilios  Professor of Legal Theory Law School, University of Glasgow  UK emilios.christodoulidis@glasgow.ac.uk 

DANI Marco Senior Lecturer in European 
Constitutional Law 

Trento, Italy  Italy marco.dani@unitn.it  

DANN Philipp Professor of Public and Comparative 
Law 

University of Giessen Germany philipp.dann@recht.uni-giessen.de 

DE Rohit Postdoctoral Research Fellow Centre for history and economics, 
University of Cambridge 

UK rd350@cam.ac.uk 

FOWKES James JSD candidate Yale Law School USA james.fowkes@yale.edu 

GOWDA Chandan Professor of Sociology Azim Premji University (APU) Bangalore India chandangowda@gmail.com 

GURUSWAMY Menaka Advocate Supreme Court of India India menaka.guruswamy@gmail.com 

HAILBRONNER Michaela Senior Research Fellow Max Planck Institute for Comparative 
Public Law and International Law 

Germany mhailbronner@gmail.com 

JUBE Samuel Director 
Law researcher 

IAS-Nantes France samuel.jube@iea-nantes.fr 

KAKARALA Sitharamam Researcher in Political Theory, 
Human Rights Law 

CSCS Bangalore India ramsk@cscs.res.in 

KHOSLA Madhav PhD candidate Department of Political Science, 
Harvard University 

USA madhavkhosla@fas.harvard.edu 
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Surname First Name Position Affiliation 
 

Email Adress 

KRISHNASWAMY Sudhir  Professor of Law Azim Premji University (APU) Bangalore India krishnaswamysudhir@gmail.com 

MURKENS Jo Constitutional law expert London School of Economics UK J.E.Murkens@lse.ac.uk 

NETTELBECK Joachim Member of IEARN Steering 
Committee – former Secretary 
General of Wiko 

Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (Wiko) Germany jn@joachimnettelbeck.de 

RAMANATHAN Usha Independent law researcher  India urushar@gmail.com 

RAMNATH Kalyani Graduate student Department of history, Princeton 
University 

USA kal.ramnath@gmail.com 

RANDERIA Shalini Professor of Social Anthropology 
and Sociology 

Graduate Institute, geneva Switzerland shalini.randeria@graduateinstitute.ch 

THIRUVENGADAM Arun Assistant Professor Faculty of Law, National University 
Singapore 

Singapore lawakt@nus.edu.sg 

TK Naveen Assistant Professor of Law and 
Public Policy 

Department of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology 
Delhi 

India tk.naveen@gmail.com 

VOLKMANN Uwe Professor in legal philosophy and 
public law 

University of  Mainz Germany volkmann@uni-mainz.de 

 

 

Note: Ms Aspasia Nanaki, Secretary General of IAS-Nantes and Ms Pauline Boudant, executive assistant, organising IEARN workshops, will be attending the meeting as well. 
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Participants’ biographies 
 

STEFFEN AUGSBERG webpage 

Steffen Augsberg studied law at the universities of Trier and Munich. From 2000 to 2002 he was employed as 

research associate of Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Eberhard Schmidt-Assmann at the University of Heidelberg where he also 

received a Ph.D. in jurisprudence (2002). After a short stint as an associate with an international law firm in 2004, he 

worked as assistant professor at the University of Cologne, teaching constitutional and administrative law. In 2009 

and 2010 he spent 5 months as a Visiting Fellow at the Institute of European and Comparative Law (University 

Oxford). In 2011 he was awarded the post-doctoral degree (Habilitation) and authorised to teach public law, 

European law and legal theory. The same year he was appointed to a Chair for Public Law and Health Care Law at 

Saarland University (Saarbruecken). Since 2013 he is Professor at the Faculty of Law at the Justus-Liebig-University in 

Giessen where he holds a Chair for Public Law. 

He has written widely on the national constitutional and administrative law as well as the law of the European Union 

and legal theory. Recently he has been involved in advising the German government on the task of reforming the 

legal regulation of organ donation and allocation. 

 

PRITAM BARUAH webpage 

Pritam Baruah is a Teaching Fellow and PhD Candidate at University College London. Previously, he was Assistant 

Professor of Law at the West Bengal National University of Juridical Science, Kolkata, and has been a visiting 

professor at the University of Ottawa in Canada. He also practiced in the Supreme Court of India in the areas of 

constitutional law, employment law, and criminal law. Pritam's doctoral work is in legal theory. It investigates the 

role of constitutional values as justifications in judicial decisions. His research and teaching interests are in Legal 

Philosophy, Political Theory, Constitutional Law, and the Philosophical Foundations of Tort Law. He has co-authored 

a report on Federalism for the Second Commission on Centre-State Relations, Government of India, and has also 

worked for the Supreme Court Commission on the Public Distribution System.  

Pritam has a bachelor's degree in law from Nalsar University of Law, Hyderabad; and a masters degree (BCL) from 

the University of Oxford.  

Publications that might be relevant for the conference: 

 Pritam Baruah & Nicolas Martin Rouleau, ‘Democracy, Representation, and Self-Rule in the Indian 

Constitution’, Verfassung und Recht in Übersee VRÜ/Law and Politics in Africa, Asia and Latin America 44 

(2011).  

 Pritam Baruah & Nicolas Martin Rouleau, ‘Pluralism from Below: Building Constitutional Pluralism from Value 

Pluralism’, in P. Ishwara Bhat (ed.) Constitutionalism and Constitutional Pluralism (Lexis Nexis, 2013)  

 Book Review: Kai Möller, The Global Model of Constitutional Rights, (2013) 76 Modern Law Review 1162. 

 

JUERGEN BAST webpage 

Jurgen Bast is Professor of Public Law at Justus-Liebig University Giessen. Before his appointment on 1 October 2013, 

he was Professor of International and European Law at Radboud University Nijmegen, The Netherlands, and a senior 

http://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/fb01/professuren/augsberg/mitarbeiter/prof_leitung/index_html
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/laws/experts/selfservice/index.php?id=39
https://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/fb01/professuren/bast
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research fellow at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law in Heidelberg, 

Germany. Jurgen holds a PhD in law and degrees at master level in law and sociology. His research in European 

Constitutional Law focuses on the institutional system of the EU and the future of economic governance & the 

welfare state in Europe. Further fields of interest include theories of supranationalism & multilayered governance, 

and migration law and policy. 

 

SIGRID BOYSEN webpage 

Sigrid Boysen is assistant professor at Free University Berlin faculty of law, where she teaches European, 

International and German Public Law. Prior to her current position Sigrid was a lecturer at University of Hamburg 

faculty of law (1999-2004) and postdoctoral researcher at Free University Berlin (2006-2011). She obtained her Ph.D. 

from the University of Hamburg with a thesis on the impact of equality provisions on state and federal 

responsibilities in the German constitutional system (Gleichheit im Bundesstaat, 2005). Her research areas include 

German and European constitutional law and public international law with a focus on international environmental 

law and international trade law. Her recent publications include book chapters on the EU’s common commercial 

policy, a journal article on the transnational law of climate governance and various chapters on constitutional rights. 

She is currently writing a book on legal and institutional issues of the regulation and governance of global public 

goods. 

 

EMILIOS CHRISTODOULIDIS webpage 

Emilios Christodoulidis has been Professor of Legal Theory at the Law School of the University of Glasgow since 2006. 

Prior to that he taught at the University of Edinburgh. He holds degrees from the Universities of Athens (LLB) and 

Edinburgh (LLM, PhD). His interests lie mainly in the area of the philosophy and sociology of law and in constitutional 

theory. 

He is author of many articles on constitutional theory, democratic theory, critical legal theory, and transitional 

justice, and his book Law and Reflexive Politics won the European Award for Legal Theory in 1996 and the 1998 

Society of Legal Scholars (SLS) Prize for 'Outstanding Legal Scholarship'. He was visiting Professor at the European 

Academy for Legal Theory in Brussels between 1996 and 1998, at the Faculty of Law in Antwerp in 2008, and was a 

fellow at the Institute of Advanced Studies in Nantes in 2011. In June/July 2002 he gave the seventh series of the 

KOBE lectures in Japan.  He is editor of the ‘Edinburgh/Glasgow Law and Society series’ (Ashgate Publishing), and is 

on the editorial board of Social & Legal Studies and Law & Critique. He is a member of the Executive Committee of 

the IVR (International Association for Legal and Social Philosophy) 

 

MARCO DANI webpage 

Marco Dani is Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Law of the University of Trento (since 2005) and Visiting Fellow of the 

European Institute (London School of Economics and Political Studies).  He completed his PhD in the Department of 

Legal Sciences of the University of Trento and worked in the same institution as research assistant (2002-2004). He 

was Emile Nöel Fellow at the Jean Monnet Center of the NYU School of Law (2004-5) and Marie Curie Fellow at the 

European Institute of the London School of Economics (2009-10). His research interests include EU law, comparative 

http://www.jura.fu-berlin.de/en/fachbereich/einrichtungen/oeffentliches-recht/lehrende/boysens/index.html
http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/law/staff/emilioschristodoulidis
http://www.jus.unitn.it/user/home.asp?cod=marco.dani
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constitutional law, Italian constitutional law and constitutional theory. He has just published a monograph titled Il 

diritto pubblico europeo nella prospettiva dei conflitti [European Public Law: A conflict-based perspective] (Cedam, 

2013). 

Relevant publications in the area of the workshop:  

 The ‘Partisan Constitution’ and the corrosion of European constitutional culture. LEQS paper N° 68/2013, link 

 Rehabilitating Social Conflicts in European Public Law. 18 European Law Journal, 2012, p.621-643 

 Assembling the European fractured consumer. 36 European Law Review, 2011, p.362-384 

 

PHILIPP DANN webpage 

Dr. Philipp Dann, LL.M. is Professor at the Justus-Liebig-University, Gießen / Germany, where he holds the Chair for 

Public and Comparative Law.  

He has taught German, European and public international law in Germany, India, The Sudan and Kenya, was a 

research fellow at New York University and Georgetown University and a Senior Research Fellow at the Max Planck 

Institute for Public International and Comparative Public Law in Heidelberg / Germany.   

Professor Dann has written on the law of the European Union, the law of international organizations and most 

recently on issues of law and development. He was also regularly involved in advising governments and other 

interested parties on constitutional matters.   

He is the co-editor of the quarterly journal “Verfassung und Recht in Übersee / Law and politics in Africa, Asia and 

Latin America” that is focused on public and comparative law in the Global South (website). 

He is co-ordinator of the Indian-European Advanced Research Network, connecting centres of advanced studies like 

the Wissenschaftskolleg in India and Europe to foster common research.  (www.iearn.iea-nantes.fr/) 

 

List of principal publications: 

 The Law of Development Cooperation: A Comparative Analysis of the World Bank, the EU and Germany, 

Cambridge University Press 2013. 

 Federal Democracy in India and the European Union: Towards Transcontinental Comparison of Constitutional 

Law, Verfassung und Recht in Übersee / Law and Politics in Africa, Asia and Latin America 44 (2011), pp. 160-

176.  

 The Political Institutions of the European Union. In Bogdandy / Bast (eds.), Principles of European 

Constitutional Law, 2nd ed., Oxford 2010, pp. 237-274. 

 Developing the publicness of public international law: Towards a legal framework of global governance 

activities. In: Bogdandy et al (eds.), The Exercise of Public Authority by International Institutions, 2010, pp. 3-

32 (co-authored with Armin von Bogdandy und Matthias Goldmann) (published online in: German Law 

Journal 9 (2008), pp. 2013-2039 at http://germanlawjournal.com/index.php?pageID=11&artID=1025 )   

 The Internationalized Pouvoir Constituant – Constitution-Making under External Influence in Iraq, Sudan and 

East Timor. Max Planck Yearbook of United Nations Law 10 (2006), p.423-463. (co-authored with Zaid Al-Ali) 

 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/europeanInstitute/LEQS/LEQSPaper68.pdf
http://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/fb01/professuren/prof-dr-philipp-dann?set_language=en
http://www.vrue.nomos.de/index.php?id=1199&L=1
http://www.iearn.iea-nantes.fr/
http://germanlawjournal.com/index.php?pageID=11&artID=1025
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ROHIT DE webpage 

 

Rohit De is the Mellon Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Centre for History and Economics, University of 

Cambridge. He will be Assistant Professor of History at Yale University from July 2014. Trained both as a lawyer and a 

historian of South Asia, Rohit's current research explores how the Indian constitution, despite its elite authorship 

and alien antecedents, came to permeate everyday life and imagination in India during its transition from a colonial 

state to a postcolonial republic. This builds upon his research on British colonial India, which examined the role 

played by lawyers and legal networks in shaping debates over diverse subjects like Islamic law, women’s rights and 

civil liberties.  His other projects include charting how constitutional ideas circulated through postcolonial nations of 

Asia and Africa, exploring the roots of judicial independence in South Asia, and investigating the impact of the 

partition of the Indian subcontinent on property regimes in India and Pakistan. 

Rohit received his PhD in history from Princeton University. and has degrees in law from the the National Law School 

of India University and the Yale Law School. In 2006-07 he was the Fox International Fellow at Sidney Sussex College, 

Cambridge. 

His recent publications that are relevant to the workshop include 

 "Commodities Must be Controlled" Economic Offences and Market Discipline in India (1939-1955), 

International Journal of Law in Context, 2014, Issue 2. 

 "The Federal Court and Civil Liberties in Late Colonial India” in T. Halliday, L. Karpik, M. Feeley (eds.) Fates of 

Political Liberalism in the British Post-Colony: The Politics of the Legal Complex (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2012) pp.59-90. 

 "Beyond the Social Contract” Seminar Magazine: Special Issue on 60 years of the Indian Constitution, 

November 2010 (www.india-seminar.com/2010/615/615_rohit_de.htm ) 

 "(Co-author) “Introduction: Personal Law, Identity Politics and Civil Society in Colonial South Asia” 46:1   

Indian Economic and Social History Review ( 2009) pp.1-4. 

 

JAMES FOWKES webpage 

James FOWKES is currently a JSD Candidate at Yale Law School and a Visiting Research Fellow at the Max Planck 

Institute for Comparative Public law and International Law in Heidelberg. He studied law and philosophy in South 

Africa and clerked at the South African Constitutional Court before completing an LLM at Yale in 2010 as a Fulbright 

scholar. James works in comparative public law, international law, legal history and institutional design and 

procedure. His JSD dissertation, under the supervision of Prof. Bruce Ackerman, seeks to provide an account of the 

work done by the South African Constitutional Court since its creation, with particular reference to how its 

interpretative activity relates to broader social and political forces. He has researched the evolving way in which 

courts are reviewing legislative and administrative law-making, particular in relation to issues of procedure and 

public participation; a book on this, written with Susan Rose-Ackerman and Stefanie Egidy, will be published next 

year by CUP under the title Due Process of Lawmaking: The United States, South Africa, Germany, and the EU. He has 

also researched Indian PIL as a model for access to justice and as a key example informing attempts to re-think the 

judicial institution in response to changing demands on it, including in ‘Civil Procedure in Public Interest Litigation’ 

http://www.histecon.magd.cam.ac.uk/Rohit_De.htm
http://www.india-seminar.com/2010/615/615_rohit_de.htm
http://www.law.yale.edu/graduate/JFowkes.htm
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Cambridge Journal of International and Comparative Law (2012) and ‘How to Open the Doors of the Court: Lessons 

on Access to Justice from Indian PIL’ South African Journal on Human Rights (2011). 

 

CHANDAN GOWDA webpage 

Chandan Gowda is Professor of Sociology at Azim Premji University. His research interests include social theory, 

Indian normative traditions, caste, and Kannada literature and cinema. In addition to his academic publications, he 

has written for newspapers and published translations of Kannada fiction and non-fiction in English. Before moving 

to APU, he was Associate Professor of Sociology at the Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion, National Law School 

of India, Bengaluru, between 2008 and 2011. He is presently completing a book on the cultural politics of 

development in old Mysore state. 

 

MENAKA GURUSWAMY webpage 

Menaka GURUSWAMY practices law at the Supreme Court of India. Among other work, she represents a group of 

retired civil servants in a large constitutional case that seeks reform of public administration and the bureaucracy in 

the country, has successfully defended federal legislation that mandates that all private schools admit disadvantaged 

children (the Right to Education Act), has challenged the constitutionality of laws that punish same-sex relations, and 

litigated successfully against Salwa Judum—state sponsored vigilante groups in Chhattisgarh. Most recently, she was 

appointed amicus curiae by the Supreme Court in a case concerning extra-judicial killings in Manipur. Guruswamy 

also practices in the area of criminal law—more specifically white collar crime at the trial and appellate levels. 

Guruswamy was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University, a Gammon Fellow at Harvard Law School, and a gold 

medalist from the National Law School of India. She has law degrees from all three schools. Her doctoral research 

from Oxford University is on constitution making in India, Pakistan, and Nepal. 

Her most recent publications include the essays “Access to Justice- The Jurisprudence and Self Perception of the 

Supreme Court of India” (co-author, in Constitutionalism of the Global South, Cambridge University Press 2013), and 

“Crafting Constitutional Values: An Essay on the Supreme Court of India,” (in Global Values, Hart Publishing, 

forthcoming). Guruswamy is on the executive committee of the International Association of Constitutional Law. She 

is admitted to the Bar in New York and in Delhi.  

 

MICHAELA HAILBRONNER webpage 

Michaela Hailbronner is currently working as a Senior Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative 

Public Law and International Law at Heidelberg. She has recently graduated with a doctorate from Yale Law School. 

In her dissertation, she researched the rise of the German Constitutional Court with a focus on the role of legal 

culture, understood against the backdrop of constitutionalism in states such as the United States, South African and 

Japan. Dr. Hailbronner earned her first state exam from the University of Freiburg, her second from the High Court of 

Berlin and a Masters (LL.M.) from Yale Law School. She has been a scholar of the German National Merit Foundation 

(Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes) from 2000-2008 and again since 2009 and of the DAAD (2009-10). Her main 

areas of interest include Comparative Public Law, Historical, Sociological and Anthropological perspectives on Law as 

well as Public International Law. Her most recent comparative publication investigates forms of collective 

http://www.azimpremjiuniversity.edu.in/Chandan_Gowda
http://www.law.columbia.edu/fac/Menaka_Guruswamy
http://www.mpil.de/de/pub/organisation/wiss_bereich/mhailbro.cfm
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engagement in legislative drafting, the administration and the judiciary in Germany, India, the US and South Africa, 

arguing that Germany has much to learn from these countries about involving the public (Wer hat Angst vorm 

Kollektiv? Deutsche Erscheinungsformen von Kollektivität im internationalen Vergleich, in: Junge Wissenschaft im 

Öffentlichen Recht, Kollektivität – Öffentliches Recht zwischen Gruppeninteressen und Gemeinwohl, 2012). Together 

with James Fowkes, she explores the relationship between courts and legislatures (with James Fowkes, Courts as the 

nation's conscience: Empirically testing the intuitions behind the ethicalization of law, in: Vöneky et al., Ethik und 

Recht - Die Ethisierung des Rechts/Ethics and Law - The Ethicalization of Law, 2013) and from a more empirical angle 

in Zu viel Vertrauen, zu wenig Kritik? Das Bundesverfassungsgericht im parlamentarischen Diskurs, in: 

Fritzemeyer/Jochum/Kau, FS Hailbronner, 2013), exploring criticism and trust in the German Constitutional Court as 

expressed in German parliamentary debates. 

 

SAMUEL JUBÉ webpage 

Samuel Jubé holds a Ph.D in Law (Nantes, France, 2008). He joined the Nantes Institute for Advanced Study in 2009 

as General Secretary, after previoulsy working at the University of Nantes and the University of Rennes I. In 2012, he 

has been appointed Director of the institute to succeed prof. Alain Supiot starting from August 1st 2013. His 

professional background also includes a three-year experience in a French certified public accounting firm and a two-

year voluntary work in Minnesota (USA). His research is focused on the international accounting standardization, 

with specific consideration for its effects on labour law. 

 

SITHARAMAM KAKARALA webpage 

 

 

MADHAV KHOSLA webpage 

Madhav Khosla is a PhD candidate in the Department of Government (aka Political Science) at Harvard University. 

His interests lie in public law, political theory, and intellectual history; and especially in Indian political thought and 

Indian and comparative constitutional law. Prior to coming to Harvard, he worked at the Centre for Policy Research, 

New Delhi, and clerked at the Supreme Court of India. Madhav holds an LL.M. from Yale Law School, where he 

studied as an Inlaks Scholar, and a B.A., LL.B. (Hons.) from the National Law School of India University, Bangalore. 

Selected Publications 

 (with Justice Kate O'Regan), “Equality” in Comparative Constitutional Law in Asia (Tom Ginsburg & Rosalind 

Dixon eds., Edward Elgar, forthcoming 2013) 

 The Indian Constitution (Oxford University Press 2012) 

 'Inclusive Constitutional Comparison: Reflections on India’s Sodomy Decision', 59 American Journal of 

Comparative Law 909 (2011) 

 Making Social Rights Conditional: Lessons from India', 8 International Journal of Constitutional Law (I•CON) 

739 (2010) 

 Proportionality: An assault on human rights?: A reply', 8 International Journal of Constitutional Law (I•CON) 

298 (2010) 

http://www.iea-nantes.fr/en/resident/samuel_jube
http://cscs.res.in/Members/people-cscs/faculty-cscs/kakarala-sitharamam
http://www.gov.harvard.edu/people/graduate/madhav-khosla
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SUDHIR KRISHNASWAMY webpage 

Sudhir was a Professor of Law at the West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata India where he 

taught Constitutional Law and Jurisprudence. He studied law at the National Law School of India University, 

Bangalore (BA LLB 1998) and the University of Oxford (BCL 2000 and DPhil 2008). Before NUJS he taught at the 

National Law School of India University, Bangalore and Pembroke College, University of Oxford. He has engaged with 

the Government at various levels including the Prime Minister’s Committee on Infrastructure and the Kasturirangan 

Committee on Bangalore’s Governance. 

He has published widely in various academic and non-academic journals and newspapers. His book titled ‘Democracy 

and Constitutionalism in India’ was published by OUP in 2009. His research interests include constitutional law, 

administrative law, intellectual property law and reform of the legal system, legal profession and legal education in 

India. 

 

JO MURKENS webpage 

Dr Jo Murkens studied English and European Law at Queen Mary College, London, and at the University of 

Copenhagen. He was subsequently a researcher at the Constitution Unit, UCL, where he led the research on the 

legal, political and economic conditions and consequences of Scottish independence. Jo wrote his PhD thesis at the 

European University Institute , Florence, on Contested Constitutional Concepts: State, Constitution and Sovereignty 

in Germany and the United Kingdom, and the European Challenge.  

He has written two 12.000 word articles on the meaning of democracy in UK public law, which he argues is under 

researched and under theorised. The first article identifies and develops three schools of thought on democracy that 

are not discussed in the abstract but in light of three constitutional case-studies that are currently topical in UK law. 

The point of the examples is not to illustrate the schools of thought, but to reveal the limitations of traditional 

constitutional law, and to highlight the difference democracy theory makes to the understanding and outcome of 

the case-studies.  

The second article is its empirical counterpart. He analyses the discussion of ‘democracy’ in the Appellate Committee 

of the House of Lords and in the UK Supreme Court. His original contribution lies in going through every single case 

that discusses democracy, but more importantly in ordering the case law to mirror the three schools of thought 

identified in the first article. The results are somewhat surprising. They challenge and contradict the received 

wisdom about the status of civil liberties in UK law, and reveal a substantial body of norms that judges have declared 

to be ‘essential’ in a democratic state. 

 

JOACHIM NETTELBECK 

Joachim Nettelbeck studied Jurisprudence and Sociology in Freiburg im Breisgau and Berlin. From 1971 to 1978, he 

was Administrative Director of the Berlin Professional School of Economics. During a research residency in France, he 

earned his doctorate in 1978/79 with a dissertation titled “Zur Berufung von Hochschullehrern in der Bundesrepublik 

und in Frankreich” (The appointment of instructors of higher education in the Federal Republic of Germany and in 

France). From 1979 to 1981, Mr Nettelbeck was Executive Board Assistant of the Deutscher Akademischer 

http://azimpremjiuniversity.edu.in/lgdi/author/sudhir-krishnaswamy
http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/law/staff/jo-murkens.htm
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Austauschdienst (DAAD – German academic exchange service) in Bonn. From its beginning in 1981 till 2012 he was 

the secretary of the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin. He is Fellow at IAS-Nantes for the academic year 2013-2014, and 

member of the strategic committee of the Nantes Institute. 

 

USHA RAMANATHAN  

Usha Ramanathan works on the jurisprudence of law, poverty and rights. She writes and speaks on issues that 

include the Bhopal Gas Disaster, mass displacement, eminent domain, civil liberties, beggary, criminal law, custodial 

institutions, the environment, judicial process. She has been tracking, and engaging with, the UID project and has 

written, and debated extensively, on the subject. In July-September 2013, she wrote a 19-part series on the UID 

project that was published in the Statesman, a national daily. 

Her work draws heavily upon non-governmental experience in its encounters with the state, a 6 year stint with a law 

journal as reporter from the Supreme Court, and engaging with matters of public policy. 

She was a member of the Expert Group on Privacy set up in the Planning Commission of India which gave in its 

report in October 2012. She is currently a member of a committee that has been set up in the Department of 

Biotechnology to review the Draft Human DNA Profiling Bill 2012. She is a member of the Committee set up by the 

Prime Minister's Office to study the socio-economic status of tribal communities. 

Some of her writings can be found at www.ielrc.org.  

 

KALYANI RAMNATH 

Kalyani Ramnath is a doctoral student in the Department of History, Princeton University. She has degrees in law 

from National Law School of India University, Bangalore and the Yale Law School. Between 2010 - 2012, she was 

Visiting Faculty (with the rank of Assistant Professor) at NLSIU. Her research interests are in South Asian legal history, 

law and empire, law and literature. She is currently at work on her dissertation that looks at civil liberties lawyering 

in colonial and postcolonial South Asia. Her most recent publication in the Indian Economic and Social History Review 

was on the eclipse of the criminal jury trial in India. 

 

SHALINI RANDERIA webpage 

Shalini Randeria is Professor of Social Anthropology and Sociology at the Graduate Institute since fall 2012. She is 

visiting professor at the Social Science Research Centre Berlin (WZB). She is a former member of the Senate of the 

German Research Council (DFG), President of the European Association of Social Anthropologists (EASA) and a Fellow 

of the Institute of Advanced Studies, Berlin. She was Max Weber Professor for Sociology at the University of Munich, 

Professor of Social Anthropology at the University of Zurich as well as Professor and Chair of the Department of 

Sociology and Social Anthropology of the Central European University Budapest. She currently serves on the advisory 

board of the Wenner-Gren Foundation, New York and on the editorial board of Annual Review of Anthropology. She 

has published widely on the anthropology of globalisation, law, the state and social movements. Her empirical 

research on India also addresses issues of post-coloniality and multiple modernities. Her most recent publications 

include the edited volumes: Anthropology, Now and Next: Diversity, Connections, Confrontations, Reflexivity, (in 

http://www.ielrc.org/
http://graduateinstitute.ch/fr/annuary/_/people/randeria
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press); Border Crossings: Grenzverschiebungen und Grenzüberschreitungen in einer globalisierten Welt, Zurich (in 

press); Vom Imperialismus zum Empire: Nicht-westliche Perspektiven auf Globalisierung, Frankfurt/M. (2009);Worlds 

on the Move: Globalisation, Migration and Cultural Security (2004); Jenseits des Eurozentrismus: Postkoloniale 

Perspektiven in den Geschichts- und Kulturwissenschaften, Frankfurt/M. (2002) and Unraveling Ties: From Social 

Cohesion to New Practices of Connectedness, Frankfurt/M. (2002). 

 

ARUN KUMAR THIRUVENGADAM webpage 

Arun Kumar Thiruvengadam is Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore, and Visiting 

Fellow, National University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata. He holds degrees in law from the National Law School, 

Bangalore and New York University. He served as a law clerk to Chief Justice A.M. Ahmadi (1995-7) and practiced 

before the High Court of Delhi and the Supreme Court of India (1997-9). Thiruvengadam teaches and researches in 

the areas of Indian constitutional and administrative law, comparative constitutional law and theory, legal theory, 

legal education, and law and development.  

His recent publications that fit with the themes being explored in this workshop include the following:  

 ‘Revisiting The Role of the Judiciary in Plural Societies (1987): A quarter-century retrospective on Public 

Interest Litigation in India and the Global South,’ in Sunil Khilnani, Vikram Raghavan and Arun K. 

Thiruvengadam (eds.), Comparative Constitutionalism in South Asia (Oxford: 2013) pp. 341-69.  

 "Judiciaries as crucial actors in Southern regulatory systems: A case study of Indian Telecom Regulation" 6 (3) 

Regulation and Governance (2012) (with Piyush Joshi). 

 "Constitutionalism and Impoverishment: A complex dynamic" in Michel Rosenfeld and Andras Sajo (eds.), 

The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Constitutional Law (Oxford: 2012) (with Gedion Hessebon). 

 

NAVEEN THAYYIL webpage 

Naveen joined the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Delhi in January 2013 as an Assistant Professor 

in Law and Public Policy with a special emphasis on Science, Technology and Society (STS) issues. Prior to this, he was 

teaching at the National Law School of India, Bangalore. He holds a Ph. D from the Tilburg Institute of Law 

Technology and Society at the University of Tilburg, the Netherlands. He was a Felix scholar between 2006-2007, 

when he pursued his Masters (LLM) from the University of London – jointly at SOAS, University College and Kings 

College London. Subsequent to his graduation from the National Law School of India, Bangalore in 2002 he practised 

public law in the Supreme Court and the High Court at Delhi. 

Naveen’s research interests lie at the intersection of three disciplines- Legal and political theory, environmental law 

and technology regulation. His interests lie not only at the level of public policy viz., issues of regulation of 

technology for the protection of public health, environment and related rights that seek to democratise society, but 

also in theorising and understanding how categories of law, technology and society shape each other. 

 

UWE VOLKMANN webpage 

Uwe Volkmann is Professor at the Johannes Gutenberg-University, Mainz / Germany, where he holds the Chair for 

Legal Philosophy and Public Law. He studied law at the university of Marburg where he later (1992) received his PhD 

http://law.nus.edu.sg/about_us/faculty/staff/profileview.asp?UserID=lawakt
http://hss.iitd.ac.in/content/dr-naveen-thayyil
http://www.jura.uni-mainz.de/volkmann/
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in jurisprudence. After his exam he worked as a lawyer for a larger law firm in Frankfurt/Main (1990-1994) before he 

returned to university as scholar of Prof. Dr. Werner Frotscher in Marburg. In 1998 he was awarded the post-

doctoral degree (Habilitation) and authorized to teach public law and legal philosophy. One year later he was 

appointed to a Chair for Public Law in Mainz and then in 2000 to the Chair he presently holds (successor of Prof. Dr. 

Norbert Hoerster). He has written on constitutional and administrative law, history of law and legal theory; his latest 

book is on the theory of the German Constitution (Grundzüge einer Verfassungslehre des Grundgesetzes, 2013). 


